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Anatomy of a 
Sliding Window

The Vinyl Window and Door Institute recommends the following:

Recommended
* to clean interior woodgrain or exterior beige   

and cocoa, use ONLY mild soapy water.

Cleaning & Caring for              Windows

Not Recommended
* may cause vinyl to yellow

Use mild, soapy water to clean windows with Stay Clean glass. Avoid scouring

pads, Comet, Soft Scrub, Ammonia and alcohol-based products. To ensure a

lifetime of performance for Stay Clean Glass, it’s necessary to use the after-care

program once a year. The after-care kit, can be obtained through Republic by

calling 312.932.8000 or at www.republicwindows.com. The cleaner is $15.00,

including shipping.

• Formula 409

• Ajax Liquid Cleaner

• Murphy’s Oil Soap

• Lysol Cleaner

• Soft Scrub

• Vinegar and Water

• Clorox

• Pine Power

• Ivory Liquid

• Grease Relief

• Tide

• Nail Polish Remover

• Gasoline or Turpentine

For the best results, Republic recommends store-bought glass cleaners, soapy

water or a mild vinegar and water solution. Wipe dry with a soft lint-free rag, or

try an old-time method that really works - newspaper.

CLeaning & activation* of   
To activate the Simple Glass coating, mix one part vinegar and one part water.

Wipe this solution onto the exterior side of the glass. Activation will not cause a

visible change in appearance. Use mild soapy water to clean windows with

Simple Glass. Avoid scouring pads. Comet, Soft Scrub, ammonia and alcohol-

based products.

Head Sash Sill Track

Jamb Sash Rail Meeting Rail
(where the two sash meet)

*If not activated by your installer.
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How to clean and operate Sliding Windows -

Sliding Windows are built to slide from side-to-side in their

own tracks. They can be removed from these tracks for

cleaning.

To remove the interior sash

• Open the window and slide the interior sash all 

the way to the opposite side past the two anti-lift 

blocks* (photo A).

• Lift the sash up into the header of the main frame 

as high as it will go.

• Pull the bottom of the sash toward you, releasing 

it from the frame track (photo B). Lower gently.

To remove the exterior sash

• Slide the exterior sash all the way to the 

opposite side past the anti-lift blocks.*

• Lift the sash up and then pull the bottom 

toward you to release it from the frame 

track (photo C). Lower gently.

To reinsert the sash

• Pick up exterior sash first. Place it into the 

top outer window frame track to the opposite 

side of the anti-lift blocks*, lift upward and 

push outward.

• Slide the window sash all the way to the side.

• Place the head of the interior sash into the top    

inner window frame track to the opposite side of

the anti-lift blocks* and push into place.

• Slide the window closed and lock it.

8

* Replacement windows only.

New construction windows

feature one removable sash and

therefore do not require anti-

lift blocks.

Weep holes

Weep holes allow rainwater to “weep” to the 

exterior of your home. It is important to keep

weep holes clean. Using a small brush or wire

to clear these holes of leaves and debris is all

that may be required. After a heavy rain, it is

not unusual for some water to remain in 

sill tracks to evaporate later.

Weep holes in Republic’s windows are also filled

with small baffle sponges that keep out bugs and

dirt. If you remove baffles during

cleaning, make sure to replace them.

VENT LATCH OPERATION

Vent latches or "night latches" snap out with the

touch of a finger and let in the evening breeze.

To pop out latch, simply pull down on the

grooved button, push in gently to replace.

Baffle sponge

Operation of a vent latch

Weep hole

Republic Patio Doors feature a deluxe 

tandem roller system and aluminum armor sill.

Periodically clean the sill to keep it free from dirt,

bugs and debris. Make sure the weep holes are

unobstructed. Clean with a simple rag and

soapy water.

Patio Doors 

Armor Sill
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